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With regard to treatment: In view of the radio-sensitivity of lymphangioma circumscriptum affecting the skin, I have been considering some form of radiotherapy.
? Pityriasis Rubra Pilaris: Case for Diagnosis.-ROBERT KLABER, M.D. R. L., a girl, aged 2 years. Six months ago: Redness of knees first noticed; this was attributed to crawling. Four months ago: Noticed skin of hands was " flaky." One month ago: Hands were red, and swelled, especially when becoming warm after being cold.
Condition on examination.-Hands show localized erythroderma. The skin is thickened and shows partial desquamation. Soles of feet are similarly affected, but to a less degree. Knees show localized thickening and redness. The redness may be abolished by pressure. Nothing abnormal elsewhere.
This case closely resembles one recently shown by Dr. Wigley,1 in which the diagnosis of pityriasis rubra pilaris was suggested.
Dr. WIGLEY agreed that this was the same condition as that in the case which he himself had shown two months previously. He had not seen the patient again. lProceedings, 1936, 29, 247 (Sect. Derm., 14).
The patient, a man, aged 46, has worked for nine -years with tar, but not during the last two years, until six months ago, when he was spraying tar on the roads. For the first three months he was using the gas company's tar, and for the second a "bituminous tar mixture."
He says that tar often splashes on his face, especially in windy weather, but he does not recollect any particular splash on to the area now affected.
Two months ago, on the left side of the nose, beginning as a " blackhead" a warty growth has gradually appeared. It is now about 1 cm. in diameter and is said to be increasing in size. It shows a smooth, hard, steeply raised margin.
I saw the patient for the first time yesterday, and I am wondering whether the lesion is related to work with tar, and whether bituminous tar is as highly carcinogenic as coal tar. I am also wondering whether the lesion in this case is already malignant.
Dr. R. T. BRAIN said that these tar warts were frequently seen at the London Hospital, as many tar workers were employed about the docks. The lesion was characteristic, and histologically the structure was usually that of a squamous epithelioma, however benign the clinical appearance might be. Tar warts were extremely radio-sensitive, and as small a dose as 50 mgm. hours exposure to screened radium-or radon-had proved sufficient. In fact, these lesions seemed to be more sensitive to radium than rodent ulcer. The lesion showed a curious combination of benign and malignant characteristics. Spontaneous resolution was commonly reported, and inen working with tar knew that sometimes lesions would fall off after applying ordinary washing soda. The lesion was discovered in-a man, aged 69. It was growing very slowly and had been present for some years. In appearance it was a small raised flat tumour about i cm. in diameter, situated at the side of the bridge of the nose below the left inner canthus. The tumour shone bluish-black through the surface epithelium which was intact. The lesion was tbought to be an eDithelioma. Drobablv. on
